ELECTION COMMISISON OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

N0.509/110/2004-JS-1 (i) Dated: 26 October,
2007.

To
The Chief Secretaries
of all the States and UTs

Sub: Facilities to be provided to electors with disability- Order of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court in WP (Civil) No. 187 of 2004 — Disabled
Rights Group Vs. The Chief Election Commissioner & Anr.

Sir,

I am directed to invite your attention to the Commission’s letter of even
number dated 21.04.2004 and 20.10.2005 regarding setting up of ramps in the
public buildings in which polling stations are located. Your attention is also
invited to the directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in its interim order, dated
19.04.2004 in the above mentioned writ petition. The Hon’ble Supreme Court has
disposed of the above-mentioned writ petition vide its order-dated 05.10.2007,
with certain directions. A copy of the order is enclosed.

2. The Hon’ble Supreme Court has taken note of the instructions issued by the
Commission from time to time regarding the facilities to be provided to the
electors with disability, and has directed that it should be ensured that these
instructions are followed effectively. In this context, attention is particularly
invited to the Commission’s letter of even no., dated 20™ October, 2005 (copy
enclosed for easy reference), wherein it was requested that the Government/Local
Authorities may provide permanent ramps in the public buildings in which polling
stations for elections are located. The Commission desires that this work should be
taken up and completed at the earliest in compliance with the directions of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court. As already mentioned in the earlier letter, providing
permanent ramps in the public buildings would also meet the requirement of the
provisions of the Persons With Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of
Rights and Full Participation) Act, 1995.

3. Please acknowledge receipt of this letter alongwith its enclosures
immediately, and also inform the Commission about the steps being taken for
completion of the task.

Yours faithfully,
(K. F. WILFRED)

SECRETARY
Copy to: The Chief Electoral Officer s of all States/UTs.






In view of the above, the Commission desires that good quality permanent
ramps may be constructed in all public buildings in which Polling Stations for
elections to the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies are located. The list of
locations of polling stations in the State is available with the Chief Electoral
Officer, who will furnish the same to you. The Commission desires that the work
may be taken up on priority basis.

Kindly acknowledge the receipt.
Yours faithfully,
/
(K.F.WILFRED)
SECRETARY
Copy to:
(i) The Chief Electoral Officers of all States/Union Territories for

information and necessary action of co-coordinating with the State Govt.
(i)  Judicial Section-II

(iii) Computer Section for website. _ {W

B (K.F.WILFRED)
SECRETARY
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