
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No. 491/Media/2011 (Advt)                                                                                 Dated:   16 th August, 2011

To
The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States and UTs.

Sub : Guidelines for dealing with candidates’ advertisements on TV/Cable
channels owned by political parties or their functionaries/office
bearers during elections.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to say that the Commission has received various references
regarding Paid News and advertisements on TV/Cable Channels network owned by
political parties or their functionaries/office bearers.  The complaints were filed by
different political parties, journalists and other individuals. In order to bring uniformity
in dealing with such instances, the Commission has directed to issue the following
guidelines: -

1. Six months before the due date of expiry of Lok Sabha or the State/UT Legislative
Assembly, as the case may be, a list of television channels/radio
channels/newspapers, broadcasting/ circulated in the State/UT and their
standard rate cards shall be obtained by the CEOs and forwarded to the
Commission.

2. The Media Certification and Monitoring Committee (MCMC) at District level and
State level will monitor all political advertisements in relation to candidates,
either overt or covert, and will intimate the Returning Officer for issue of notices
to candidates for inclusion of notional expenditure based on standard rate cards
in their election expenses account, even if, they actually do not pay any amount to
the channel/newspaper, that is otherwise the case with “Paid News”. This will
also include publicity by or on behalf of candidate by Star Campaigner (s) or
others, to impact his electoral prospects. A copy of the notice will also be marked
to Election Expenditure Observer.

3. In case of bye-election to Parliamentary or Assembly constituency, the standard
rate card will be obtained by the District Election Officer concerned immediately
on announcement of the bye-election and Media Certification and Monitoring
Committee (MCMC) will take due action immediately afterwards.

4. Like in the case of “Paid News”, the Chief Electoral Officer and District Election
Officers will brief political parties and media houses about the above guidelines
before the commencement of the election campaign.



5. In case of any technical doubt relating to the application of the standard rate
card, the matter would be referred to the DAVP, Ministry of I&B, Govt. of India
for advice.

These instructions should be read together with the Commission’s earlier
circulars on “Paid News” dated 8th June 201o,  23rd September 2010 and 18th March,
2011.

This may be brought to the knowledge of all concerned immediately.

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-

(Yashvir Singh)
Director


